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SALES AND USE TAX CONSIDERATIONS FOR FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND
RELATED TAXPAYERS

Certainamendmentstothesales and usetax laws which affect funeral directors, cemetery operators and sellers and
installers of grave markers and monuments wererecently enacted by the West VirginiaLegislature. Thepurpose of this
publicationisto providegeneralinformation concerning thesechanges. This publicationis notasubstitute fortax laws or
regulations.

Sales,rentals oruseofthefollowingtangible personal property or services do notcomewithin the statutory exception
forprofessional services orany other exception orexemptiontothesales or usetax for funeral directors,embalmers and related
taxpayers and aretaxable:

Billings forreimbursement of out-of-town funeral director’s charges for any sale of tangible personal
property or servicedesignated astaxableherein

Burial vaults or boxes

Candelabraforuseatfunerals or services

Candlesforuseatfunerals orservices

Caskets

Chapel serviceortheserviceof procuring such service

Clothing fordressingthedeceased

Flower cars orthe providing of flower car services

Flowers ortheserviceof providing, procuring or handling of flowers

Folding chairstobeused atfunerals or other services

Funeral carsortheproviding of funeral car services (exceptfortransportation of the deceased)

Limousines ortheserviceof providing limousines for transportation of mourners or othersto the ceme-
tery orto other memorial or similar services

Procuring burial permits

Procuring, obtaining or providing certified copies of death certificates

Providing lowering devices foruseatthegrave

Providingtheservices of clergymen, singers, organists or other similar services

Tarpaulinsforuseatfunerals or services

Temporary vaults

Tentsforuseatthefuneral or atother memorial or similar services

Wreaths ordoor sprays

Sales,rentals oruseofthefollowing tangible personal property or services comewithin the statutory exception for
professional services or someother exception orexemptiontothesales orusetaxforfuneral directors,embalmers andrelated
taxpayers and are not taxable:

Attendanceatcoroner’sinquests

Cemetery Perpetual caretrustfund deposits

Cremationservice

Dressingbodies

Embalmingbodies

Lining graves

Openingor closing of graves ortombs

Pallbearer service

Placing of death noticesin newspapers orinother media

Providing automobiles for transportation of thedeceased torailroads, air carriers or other carriers or to
thefuneralhomeortothecemetery

Reimbursementforair, railroad or truck transportation of bodies or reimbursement for tickets for travel by
thefuneral director orembalmer directly related to and apart of the professional service



Removal charges

Takingtheremainstoorgetting remains fromrailroads, air carriers or other carriers or transporters of thebody or taking
remainstothefuneralhomeortothecemetery

Telegram, telephone, cableorradio chargereimbursementsto thefuneral director orembalmer directly relatedtoand a

partofthe professional service

Thesaleandinstallation of grave markers and monuments by funeral directors, embalmers, cemetery operators or others
issubjecttothesalestax ortheiruseissubjecttothe West Virginiause tax withoutregard to whether installationisincidental
tothesale of the marker or monument and without regard to whether the installation is separate from the sale of the marker or
monument. The saleof agrave marker or monument constitutes asale oftangible personal property. Installation of agrave marker
ormonument constitutes ataxable service. Theerection or placement of grave markers or monuments cannot betreated as a
contracting activity which would be exempt from tax. The construction of mausoleums ortombs will be treated as acontracting
activity,and will be exempt from the sales tax.

Ifyou havequestions concerningtheinformation contained in this publication please contact:
Departmentof Taxand Revenue
Taxpayer Services Division
P.O.Box 3784
Charleston, WV 25337-3784
Telephone: (304)558-33330r
Toll Free Within West Virginia: 1-800-WVA-TAXS (1-800-982-8297)

TDD Services forthehearingimpaired: 1-8002TAXTDD (1-800-282-9833)
To Order Forms or Publications Call Please Call The Automated Information System At:
(304) 344-2068 0or
Toll Free Within West Virginia: 1-800-422-2075

To Order By Mail Please Use The Above Address




